My name is Jeremy Brown, I’m a professor of history at Simon Fraser
University; I teach Chinese history and every year I teach hundreds of students about
Tiananmen, openly, freely, I teach about what happened and together we discuss and
analyze what it meant. I also wrote a book about 1989, it’s called June Fourth: The
Tiananmen Protests and Beijing Massacre of 1989. Yesterday I was reading a
magazine article by Yangyang Cheng; one sentence that she wrote really jumped out
at me because it captures a message that I try to get across in my tedching and in my
book: Tiananmen “is an event encapsulating the best and the worst of China.”
Tiananmen and June Fourth represent the best and the worst of China. Best? How
can we say “best”? Let’s dwell on the “best” part a little bit. How do the Tiananmen
protests represent the best of China? For mélEstiian 50 days in the spring of 1989,
millions of people gathered and demanded a better future; they wanted freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, transparency, no more corruption, open and honest

dialogue between citizens and the government. Hopefulness and fuendhness and
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optimism and joy skyrocketed during these few} weeks. People smiled at one another,  he.¢
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people connected with each other, people talked about democracy and how to make
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China more democratic and free. It wasn’t perfect, but it was a’start. The movement Tht [/1 )
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to improve China happened in Beijing and it also took place outside of the capital in

Shanghai, Xi’an, Hangzhou, Taiyuan, Ningxia, Urumchi, and other places all over '//f ‘ /
s
China. Thousands of people in Hong Kong, and even right here in Vancouver, came e

together to support the democracy movement in China. The hope of April and May
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1989 is still alive, and that magic gives me hope for today. It gives me hope for the
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future. Students at-SF& who learn about the Tiananmen movement grab some of that
magic, some of that hope for a better world and help it to grow. So do you. So do all

of you.
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By Sal [ ), June Fourth also represents the worst of China because the hopefulness of the
democracy movement was violently cut short. We are here today to commemorate
the victims of the Beijing massacre and to condemn the perpetrators of the massacre.
On June 3, 1989, more than 180,000 troops from the People’s Liberation Army

invaded China’s capital city, killing hundreds or even thousands of unarmed civilians. )
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The Beijing massacre was not necessary, and it was not inevitable;\There were many  /j.g )
other possible outcomes, and there were many other possible solutions that could have .-;
avoided bloodshed. The crackdown after the massacre pushed China in a different v
direction, all the way to today, bringing Xi Jinping to power, leading to the cultural

genocide in Xinjiang, and leading to the terrible oppression in Hong Kong over the

past five years.

/ Is remembering June Fourth a crime? Yes or no? Is studying the history of {/
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\Tiananmen a crime? ~Yes or no? Remembering is resistance, teaching and studying /\ V5 M)r
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are resistance, research and writing are resistance because they keep hope alive and

they keep the memory of the victims alive.
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